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We aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking and Listening, Reading & 
Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and 
balanced approach to the teaching of English across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and 
reinforce taught literacy skills. 
 
At Seascape Primary School we strive for children to be a ‘Primary Literate Pupil’ 
By the age of 11 we aim for a child to be able to: 
 
• read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies 

to self-monitor and correct. 
• have an interest in books and read for enjoyment 
• have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms. 
• understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to 

the situation. 
• be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.   
• have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses. 
 
Seascape aims to provide a literate and stimulating environment where children have access to teaching which 
will enable them to achieve the above points to the best of their ability.  
 
Statutory Requirements:  
 
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum English 
Document (2014). The time allocation for English is in line with the recommendations for Key Stage One and 
Two. All children in Key Stage One receive the basic entitlement of a daily English lesson (Read, Write, Inc), 
lasting one hour. In Key Stage Two, children receive a writing and grammar based lesson lasting one hour and 
then a reading lesson lasting half an hour. The only exception to this is children within year 2 (End of Key Stage 
One) where some children receive an English lesson (Read, Write, Inc) lasting one hour and some children 
receive a writing and grammar based lesson lasting one hour and a reading lesson lasting half of hour. This is to 
ensure all children are being taught appropriate content and can progress. Children in Key Stage One, who 
participate in Read, Write, Inc sessions, also receive an additional independent writing session which lasts half 
an hour.  
At Foundation Stage children participate in a daily Read, Write, Inc lesson and additional activities are explored 
on a daily basis and throughout the continuous provision. In addition, it is recognised that all other subject areas 
will contribute to children’s speaking and listening, reading and writing.  
 
Foundation Stage children should be given opportunities to: 

• speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities; 
• use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum; 
• become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for          

         communication. 
 
Key Stage One children should learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They should 
begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They should use language to explore their own 
experiences and imaginary worlds. 
 
Key Stage Two children should learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, 
purposes and audiences. They should read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. 
They should explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of 
language works. 
 
The Governing Body: 
Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of English provision by the subject lead Miss 
Moorfield and /or by a member of the assessment team: head teacher, deputy head teacher or assistant head 
teacher. This policy will be reviewed every three years or in the light of changes to legal requirements. 
 
 
Subject Organisation: 
 



The English Curriculum is delivered using the Read Write Inc. programme which focuses on phonics, reading, 
spelling and writing for children ages 4 – 7. Within year 2 and Key Stage Two English is taught through a 
context linked to their class novel where the children study specific genres, answer comprehension questions 
from an example of excellence written by the teacher and learn punctuation and grammar skills linked to the 
genre / context ready to write their own independent piece of writing. In addition, children also study a novel, 
which they share as a whole class and in paired reading with a focus on learning how to comprehend the text, 
answering questions linked to the Key Stage One and Key Stage Two reading domains. During the additional 
half an hour of English time Key Stage One pupils write independently as well as participating in the Future 
Steps fine and gross motor skills programme; which focuses on developing the correct muscles within the upper 
body to be able to write correctly and with stamina. Children also practise specific letter formation with pencil 
and paper during this time. Our organisation is designed to stimulate and challenge children’s thinking and 
create enthusiastic, life-long readers and writers.   
 
Speaking and Listening:  
 
The Four Strands of Speaking and Listening: Speaking; Listening; Group Discussion and Interaction, and 
Drama permeate the whole curriculum. Pupils are given opportunities to speak in pairs, small groups, to the 
large group in assemblies and are encouraged to speak in front of their peers. They share their news, feedback 
information from reading and research, and give opinions in circle time and across the curriculum. Interactive 
teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and writing standards. Children are 
encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life. 

 
Reading:  
 
Pupils will have regular opportunities to engage in independent and shared reading. Class teachers will provide 
pupils with daily read aloud sessions where pupils will be encouraged to respond to the text in a variety of 
different ways. Each year group will have class sets of books to read with; this will allow all pupils to have a 
shared experience of a text. Children are encouraged to develop their reading during shared reading sessions 
across the curriculum. Additionally, all pupils will have the opportunity to visit the library where they will 
engage in book talk with their teacher and peers and choose a book to take home to read for pleasure. All pupils 
take home reading books as part of their homework and are expected to read at least three times at home. (see 
reading policy) 
 
Read Write Inc: 
Nursery - year 2 follow the Read, Write, Inc (RWI) programme for up to 60 minutes daily. The Read Write Inc 
lead, Miss Norman, is responsible for the organisation of the programme throughout the school. The subject 
leader will hold regular meetings to discuss concerns or issues that tutors may have. Children are divided into 
phonic groups dependant on their reading and phonetic ability. Each RWI group has a tutor who is responsible 
for the running and resourcing of their group. It is the responsibility of the groups tutor to pass on any concerns 
about a pupil back to the class teacher. Class teachers are responsible for tracking their children in phonics on a 
termly basis. Class teachers should monitor the progress of their children by asking the RWI tutor to share their 
evaluation sheets with the class teacher. (see Read, Write, Inc Policy) 
 
Writing:  
 
All pupils should be writing daily in some form across the curriculum using the skills and knowledge acquired 
in English lessons. We promote writing across the curriculum at every opportunity possible, through Emergent 
writing, Shared Writing, Guided Writing and Independent Writing. We use this writing to assess the children 
and update the end of year assessment sheets which feed into our SIMS tracking system. Within Key Stage 
Two, assessment trackers are evident within the children’s English writing books and are used by both the 
children and the teacher. In Key Stage One; class teachers have a file of assessment trackers due to the 
organisation of RWI.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handwriting:  
The handwriting policy links to the Twinkl font and handwriting families which is used throughout the school. 
Within the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One letter formation is taught through Read, Write, Inc using 



pictures and mantras to secure handwriting knowledge. A standard print style is expected from all of the 
children. The ‘Twinkl’ font is used within books, on displays and on PowerPoints.  
Within Key Stage Two, children are expected to use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters together 
within their writing. The ‘Twinkl Cursive Looped’ font is used within books, on displays and on PowerPoints. 
Twinkl mantras are used to secure cursive handwriting knowledge.  
 
 
Assessment and Target Setting:  
 
Class teachers will continuously assess children’s reading and writing including spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. Teachers will update their assessment sheets by highlighting a statement when the child can carry out 
the skill independently. Teachers will use these assessments to enter into SIMS termly. Pupil’s books should 
reflect the assessment given to each child. In order to ensure accountability, staff meetings, book scrutinises and 
cross moderation assessments are made, as a whole school and in year groups. Teachers will also give pupils’ 
an oral individual target after their independent piece of writing. This will be reviewed fortnightly when they 
have completed their next piece of writing. The target should be specific to the child and be able to be met 
across a range of genres.  
 
Planning: 
 
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum; we use Read, Write, Inc to teach phonics and high quality 
texts to teach reading and writing across the school. Long Term Plans for Read, Write, Inc can be found in the 
handbook. Long Term Plans for English: reading and writing can be found on the One Drive. English sessions 
are planned in line with the long term plan and the children’s individual assessments. English planning is 
prepared on a PowerPoint and used throughout the lesson. Reading sessions are planned using the appropriate 
key stage reading domains and can be found in a PowerPoint format on the OneDrive.  
 
Teachers are expected to plan, resource and teach from the Long Term Plan to create their own weekly plans. It 
is expected that each teacher will use the assessment tracker sheets to plan for the needs of the children in their 
class. Plans should include clear objectives and differentiated activities, including support and additional 
grammar where appropriate. 
 
Spelling 
 
Spelling is assessed through a test and independent writing. From years 1 – 6 staff use Spelling Shed as a basis 
for their spelling teaching. Specific spelling rules are taught, practised and sent home as part of the children’s 
weekly homework.  
 
Reading Intervention:  
 
Intervention groups are set up across the school as 1:1 RWI intervention which focuses on phonetic knowledge 
and small group comprehension sessions. The senior leadership team organise intervention across the whole 
school by liaising with class teachers and analysing data half termly.  
 
Cross- curricular English: 
 
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links in their topic work. (See 
children’s Foundation Subject Books.)  They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and 
understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum. Teachers ensure writing is 
completed within topic using links to their topic and appropriate genres. 
 
Use of ICT: 
 
Opportunities to use ICT to support teaching and learning in English are planned for and used as appropriate. 
Children have access to the shared site so children can access work through the network.  
 
 
SEN and inclusion:  
 
At our school we teach English to all children, whatever their ability. It is part of the school curriculum policy 
to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. We provide learning opportunities that are matched to 



the needs of children with learning difficulties, as well as providing appropriate, challenging planned work for 
those children who are Gifted and Talented. The SEND Leader will liaise with the English Leader and class 
teachers to ensure that the individual needs of pupils with special needs are met and that appropriate targets are 
set and are regularly reviewed. Where resources permit, it will be the school’s policy for Teaching Assistants to 
provide extra support for individuals or groups of children. Any Individual Education Plans (IEPs) will be 
linked, where appropriate, to the suitable Year and Term objectives. Teachers will be mindful of the English 
needs of the children and differentiate questions and activities to allow all children access.  Please also refer to 
the SEND Policy. 
 
Resources: 
 
There is a wide range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All classrooms have 
dictionaries and Y2 – 6 have thesauruses. All classrooms have a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts for the 
children to access in their own time linking our reading spine. Access to the internet is also available in the 
computer suite and in the classroom. There is a range of ICT equipment which can be used e.g. I-Pads / laptops. 
The library contains a range of books to support children’s individual research. Writing tools, letter formation 
templates and sound charts should be available for every child is access in each lesson. Guided Reading texts 
and cross – curricular texts are stored in lockers which link directly to the resources listed on the Long Term 
Planning.  
 
Monitoring and reviewing: 
 
The Subject Leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English. The 
role is: 

• To have an impact on raising standards of attainment for English across the whole school. 
• To ensure the effective implementation of the Statutory National Curriculum for English. 
• To adapt and use the Primary Framework for English across the whole school that meets the needs of 

our children. 
• To monitor the whole school and individual needs to be able to assess individual professional 

development opportunities and needs. 
• To maintain the availability of high quality resources. 
• To maintain an overview of current trends and developments within the subject. 
• To ensure a rigorous and effective programme of lesson observation monitoring. 
• To ensure a regular and effective programme of analysis of children’s work sample monitoring is in 

place. 
• To ensure a regular and effective programme of analysis of short-term planning is in place.  
• To effectively manage any funding designated to English. 
• To ensure the teaching of English is good or better; to coach staff where appropriate in order to raise 

standards.  
 
Homework: 
All children aged 5 – 11 have their own reading journal and book as part of their weekly homework. It is 
expected that children read three times per week at home. Staff monitor reading journals and update books 
weekly (Key Stage One) or when appropriate (Key Stage Two.)The focus of the home reader is to build fluency 
within reading so that children can practise the skills taught during their RWI and Guided Reading sessions. In 
addition, children will also have the opportunity to take a library book home to instil reading for pleasure. As 
part of the children’s English homework they receive weekly spellings to practise online using the Spelling 
Shed. The spellings link to those taught in class and should be practised three times at home.  
  
Parental links: 
 
We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. We do all we can to inform 
parents about what and how their children are learning by: 

• holding parents’ evenings to discuss children’s progress 
• sending an annual report to parents in which we explain the progress made by each child and indicate 

how the child can develop their learning 
• explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework 

 
We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school in implementing school 
policies. We would like parents to: 



• do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school and ensure that their child has the best 
attendance record possible 

• ensure that their child is equipped for school for taking part in activities 
• inform us if there are matters outside school that are likely to affect a child’s performance or behaviour 

at school 
• promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general fulfil the requirements set out in the 

home/school agreement  
• support children with homework- reading and spelling.                                  
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